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INFORMATION NO 2/EXAMS OFFICE/2025-26 9th February 2026 

PREPARING FOR DIGITAL – MOCK TESTS 2026 

Mock Tests for the Learning Monitoring (ModA) Tests and Final Basic Education Tests 

General Basic Education 

* 

In light of the new model of external assessment implemented in 4th and 6th grades, Learning 
Monitoring (ModA) Tests were introduced for the first time during the 2024/25 academic year across 
our national education system, delivered in digital format. In the same academic year, the Final Basic 
Education Tests (PFEB) were also administered digitally. This new model of external assessment aims 
primarily to ensure comparability of results across years, making them more reliable and useful for 
effectively monitoring students’ learning progression throughout basic education. 

In the current academic year, 2025/26, both ModA Tests and the PFEB will again be 
administered digitally. Consequently, it is essential to ensure that all students are familiar with digital 
assessment conditions, particularly the EduQA1 digital test platform. Furthermore, schools must be 
equipped and prepared for the organisational, logistical and technological demands of digital external 
assessment, ensuring smooth implementation of the process. 

To guarantee that digital assessment functions as a fair and equitable monitoring tool for all 
students, it is essential that students gain experience with and demonstrate proficiency in the EduQA 
digital test platform. The digital medium must not hinder students’ performance nor their ability to 
demonstrate the knowledge and skills acquired in each subject. 

For this purpose, the programme of Mock Tests will continue this academic year for students in 
4th , 6th and 9th grades. This initiative, introduced last year, significantly supported students and schools 
in their preparation for digital assessment. The Mock Tests will be administered in the 
subjects/literacies for which ModA Tests or PFEB apply—namely Português and Matemática (4th, 6th 
and 9th grades) and Inglês (6th grade). It should be noted that these Mock Tests do not constitute 
external assessment; they are preparatory tools intended to benefit all participants. 

 

Mock Tests rescheduled 

 

Within the scope of the responsibilities of the Pedagogical Board and the Exams Office of 
Colégio Guadalupe, the ordinary procedures relating to external assessment for the academic year now 
begin, in a more substantial manner, with the implementation and logistical preparation of the Mock 
Tests. 

In alignment with EduQA’s communication regarding these assessment instruments, Colégio 
Guadalupe had planned to release today an informational notice concerning the preparatory framework 
for digital external assessment. This notice was intended to provide general guidance on the technical 
and pedagogical planning and operation of the Mock Tests, as well as the ModA Tests and PFEB – 

 
1 Institute for Education, Quality, and Assessment 

https://iave.pt/provas-e-exames/provas-e-exames/provas-ensaio/
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specifically with regard to the internally defined schedule for the Mock Tests set for the end of February 
and the beginning of March, with the respective timetables already established. 

The recent state of calamity affecting several regions of the country has compromised the 
conditions of equity required for the adequate preparation of students and schools for digital external 
assessment. 

Accordingly, the Ministry of Education, Science and Innovation has postponed the 
administration of the Mock Tests to the month of April (see Table I). 

The dates for the ModA Tests and PFEB remain unchanged, in accordance with the calendars 
published on the external assessment and equivalence tests webpage of Colégio Guadalupe. 

 

Table I: revised timetable for Mock Tests, scheduled to take place between 14th and 23rd April. 

 

 

Objectives of the Mock Tests 

 

− The Mock Tests aim primarily to familiarise students with digital assessment and with the EduQA 
digital test platform; 

− They also aim to prepare schools technologically, organisationally and logistically to ensure their 
full readiness for ModA Tests and PFEB; 

− Furthermore, the Mock Tests seek to identify any technical or organisational constraints that may 
be resolved in a timely manner by the Ministry of Education, Science and Innovation before the ModA 
Tests and PFEB take place. 

 

Key Features of the Mock Tests 

 

− The Mock Tests are mandatory for all students in 4th , 6th and 9th grades and were scheduled to be 
held digitally at the end of this month and the beginning of the next, using the EduQA digital test 
platform; 

− The tests are developed by EduQA and aligned with the current national curriculum documents, 
including the Students’ Profile by the end of Compulsory Education; 

https://c-guadalupe.com/educacao/avaliacao-externa-e-provas-de-equivalencia-a-frequencia/#informa%C3%A7%C3%B5es-prova
https://www.dge.mec.pt/sites/default/files/Curriculo/Projeto_Autonomia_e_Flexibilidade/students_profile_en.pdf
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− Each mock test has a duration of 45 minutes, comprising several selected-response items and one 
constructed-response item, appropriate to the allocated time; 

− The Mock Tests are not external assessment; 

− Schools may use the results of these Mock Tests as part of their internal assessment procedures, 
if deemed appropriate; 

Regarding this matter, the Pedagogical Board of Colégio Guadalupe has determined that mock test 
results will not impact students' internal assessment grades. 

This resolution stems from the fact that official specifications for these Mock Tests have not been 
formally published. Consequently, there is a lack of established guidelines regarding assessment 
objectives and the specific learning standards to be evaluated, as well as an absence of official 
marking schemes and test specifications by subject. 

 

Administration of the Mock Tests 

 

− For the current academic year, the Mock Tests were designed so that schools may rehearse their 
digital assessment procedures under conditions that closely mirror those of the ModA Tests and 
PFEB; 

− Each mock test will occur on a single date and in a single session, according to the new calendar, 
allowing schools to rehearse their processes, networks and equipment under real assessment 
conditions; 

− On each scheduled date, the Mock Tests will begin at 9h15 am for 4th grade and 10h35 am for 6th 
grade. This schedule has been designed to ensure the best possible integration with the school’s 
daily operations; 

− In alignment with the School Education Project, the Guadalupe Learning Project, and our School 
Policies, students are required to use yours iPad, compatible with the ModA and PFEB digital 
assessment standards. As in the previous academic year, the EduQA digital test platform (specific 
digital software application) must be installed and credentials configured in advance. Coordination 
of these procedures is overseen by our Exams Office and Technical Support Team. 

 

Grades 

 

- Selected‑response items are automatically marked by the EduQA digital test platform; 

- Constructed‑response items are marked by the students' own teachers using the EduQA online 
marking tool; 

- Results are expected to be made available by EduQA during the month of May. 
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Additional Information 

 

It is important to emphasize that the Mock Tests and the EduQA digital test platform serve as 
opportunities for meaningful digital interaction. These initiatives are integral to a range of activities that 
represent the digital learning strategy defined in the Colégio Guadalupe School Education Project. 

EduQA provides access to digital tests from previous years on its website. 

Through our external assessment and equivalence tests webpage, Colégio Guadalupe encourages the 
use of these digital resources. These tools are also utilized by our teachers to enhance curriculum 
delivery and promote digital teaching and learning practices. 

 

Keyboard 

The pedagogical agents have understood the suitability of the virtual keyboard on the iPad 
device itself for operating the software inherent in the EduQA digital test platform. 

However, students are free to use physical keyboards compatible with their iPads during the 
Mock Tests, as well as for the official ModA Tests and PFEB. Please, remember that a physical 
keyboard is a required item on this academic year’s school material list for students at Colégio 
Guadalupe. 

 

Headsets 

Wired headphones (non-bluetooth) are mandatory for the oral comprehension domain of the 
mock and ModA Tests and PFEB. This applies to Português (41, 61, 91), Português Língua Não 
Materna (43, 63, 93, 94) and Inglês (65), as these assessments include audio-based tasks. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kind regards, Prof. Renato Marques da Costa 

 cn_fq_renatocosta@c-guadalupe.com | 93 222 39 01 

Exams Office | Pedagogical Board 

 

* 

https://c-guadalupe.com/educacao/avaliacao-externa-e-provas-de-equivalencia-a-frequencia/
https://c-guadalupe.com/educacao/avaliacao-externa-e-provas-de-equivalencia-a-frequencia/#recursos-t%C3%A9cnicos-e-pedag%C3%B3gico-did%C3%A1ticos
mailto:cn_fq_renatocosta@c-guadalupe.com

